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Dear Mr. Horwitz, 

Thank you for your letter to Commissioner Koskinen dated March 9, 2017, raising 

concerns regarding IRS's implementation of IRC § 7345. I appreciate you bringing 

these concerns to our attention and your suggestions for improving the process. 

The Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act) authorizes the Secretary of 

State {Department of State) to deny or revoke the passport of any individual who is 

certified as having a "seriously delinquent tax debt." Under the FAST Act, the IRS has 

the responsibility for certifying to the Department of State there is a seriously delinquent 

tax debt, but it is the Department of State who issues, denies and revokes passports. 
Section 7345 of the Code governs the certification process. IRS plans on implementing 

section 7345 this year. 

Opportunity for Public Comment 
In your letter, you requested IRS guidance on implementing section 7345, as well as the 

CP508C certification notice, be made available for public comment. Because the 

section is sufficiently clear and is self-executing, IRS has no plans to issue any 

guidance under section 7345 for which not.ice and comment are required. We will 
continue to take steps to apprise the public of our implementation. IRS plans to issue a 

notice in the Internal Revenue Bulletin before implementation begins and has added two 
sections to the Internal Revenue Manual (IRM) regarding implementation, IRM 
5.17.5.21 and 25.3.3.7.5. 

Appeal Rights 
Section 7345 provides a limited right for judicial, but not for administrative review. A 

taxpayer, after being notified of a certification or a reversal of a certification, may bring a 
civil action against the United States in a federal district court or the Tax Court to 

challenge whether the certification was erroneous or whether IRS failed to reverse the 
certification. Taxpayers will have previously been afforded the opportunity to 

https://www.tscpa.org/docs/default-source/comment-letters/federal-tax-policy/2017/irs-sec-7345-tax-debt-passports-federal-tax-policy.pdf?sfvrsn=2







